
Minutes 
North Lebanon Township Municipal Authority 

June 9, 2005                                 
 
 
The meeting of the North Lebanon Township Municipal Authority was held on Thursday, June 
9, 2005, at 7:00 PM at the North Lebanon Township Municipal Building, 725 Kimmerlings Road 
Lebanon, PA with the following Board members present: 
 

            Wynanne Demler               Chairman 
            Richard Miller                     Vice Chairman  
 Ronald Ensminger         Secretary 
            Tod Dissinger                      Treasurer 

                        Susan Switzer Pierce           Asst. Secretary  
                        Sheila Wartluft                    Asst. Mgr. 
                        Fred Wolf                             Henry & Beaver 

Scott Rights                         Steckbeck Engineering 
 
Also in attendance were Wastewater Foreman Mike Kneasel and Tyler and Wilson Newhouse.              
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
There were no comments from the public this evening. 
 
Chairperson Demler asked for a motion to approve the May minutes.  
 
MOTION: Motion was made and second to approve the May minutes. 
  
Next, Chairperson Demler asked for a motion to approve the invoices and requisitions for 
payment all subject to audit. 
 
MOTION: Motion was made and second to approve invoices and requisitions for payment 
all subject to audit. Motion approved. 
 
SOLICITORS REPORT 
 
Water Project Update 
 
Solicitor Wolfe sent out letters at the end of last month.  Of 400 original customers only 40 
haven’t connected for various reasons with only approximately 20 plus that haven’t responded.  
He enclosed an information sheet for them to fill out and send back to him as to why they 
hadn’t yet connected or contact him if they received it in error.  Thus far, he said he had 
received five calls from property owners. It was very encouraging that those people who 
contacted him would be connecting.  The deadline is June 15th for the three types of letters-1) 
connecting; 2) tapping fee with no agreement whatsoever, with the possibility of an installment 
plan, with the new tapping fees to be adopted this evening and expected to be in the $3,000 
range; and 3) those who haven’t paid two quarters of debt service.  The last group were those 
who paid the first installment of the tapping fee but did not pay the second payment due in 
January.  They were also sent the same form for a payment plan for the $333.00 as the others 
who hadn’t paid any tapping fees.  There are maybe fifteen in the last category.  However, nine 
or ten of those have already been in contact with Sheila. 



MINUTES - MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY – JUNE 9, 2005                 PAGE 2 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The State Legislature has mandated municipalities to institute a new method of calculating 
water and sewer tapping fees with a deadline of June 30, 2005.  Solicitor Wolfe discussed the 
method of calculating fees.  Sheila reiterated that it should be an even number and she did set 
up a resolution with a developer discount of $500.00 for sewer with decision from the Board.  
On the water side it can be up to $3,900 which won’t affect a large number of people.  Question 
was raised as to why developers received a lower rate as well as discussion of the way fees are 
set over a period of time.     
 
MOTION:  Motion was made to set the water tapping fee at $3,900 and sewer at $3,100.  
Motion was seconded and approved. 
 
8th Avenue Pump Station Bid Status 
 
Solicitor Wolfe announced that there were two bids for the Pumping Station contract, with 
Marks being the lower bidder at $484,847.00 and Aqua Net was second at $494,000. A.H. Moyer 
did not submit a bid.  For the pump contract only one bid was submitted by Gorman Rupp of 
$102,071.00.  We have agreements with Landmark Builders for Briar Lake where they make a 
contribution of $210,000 at this time towards the upgrade of the pumping station, and they have 
109 lots.  Our agreement with them is that they will pay $3,000 on the sewer tapping fee with 
our discount on the new tapping fee still keeping it at $3,000.  You have over $500,000 that will 
come from that one development and Landmark will also be developing between 70 and 80 
more units at Spring Creek.  The developer agreement with them is that Landmark is to pay 
$2,000 per unit toward the pump station and $3,000 per EDU for the tapping fee so between 
both of those developments you will have over $900,000 in revenue.  Over the years the 
Authority was looking to upgrade this pumping station.  On this job you may have five or six 
weeks of actual work and crew for inspection won’t be on this site full-time.  Answer to the 
question of who will install pump, Gorman Rupp or Marks, and if it doesn’t fit who is 
responsible will be Marks who is the general contractor.  The Gorman Rupp pump is 
dependable even though it may be more expensive, and Gorman Rupp has been good about 
replacement time wise in an emergency.  Solicitor Wolfe gave an option that the pump could be 
re-bid but it is unknown whether it may be Gorman Rupp again and may be higher.   
 
MOTION:  Motion was made to accept Marks’ bid as the low bid and Gorman Rupp for the 
pump as only bid condition upon review of all compliance and all bid requirements and 
providing proper bonding.  Motion seconded and approved. 
 
Sheds/ROW’s-Site Visit 
 
The Authority went for a site visit at Homestead Acres regarding sewer right-of-way issues.  
The main purpose was to look at the ROW to make sure that we have access and see the 
obstructions. Other items were observed on the ROW besides sheds.  Sheila mentioned that 
only six homeowners on Harvest Drive have obtained permits for sheds.    Question was asked 
should a letter be sent to homeowners that they need a permit and send a copy to Lebanon 
County Planning?  Solicitor Wolfe said the builder Clyde Patches had asked to be notified 
before action was taken.  Sheila replied that some of those homes were not his homes just the 
newer homes.  Solicitor Wolfe said he would inform Clyde Patches first as to which property 
owners will be getting notices.  He can do what he is going to do, and then we’ll send letters. 
 
Sheila mentioned Ridgeway Mobile Home Park also has some right of way issues.   Solicitor 
Wolfe said unless something changed they would receive letters also. 
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Pertinent Issues 
 
Solicitor Wolfe reported the Business Park did finally sign the agreement.  Mike Kneasel talked 
about the manholes where Valspar ties in had been cleaned.   
 
Solicitor Wolfe mentioned woman on Canal Street who is interested in connecting to sewer and 
we need to take a look at this.  Basically what I told her was that we would have to look at what 
was involved and what the cost would be to extend the sewer to her property, and she would 
have to decide whether she wanted to pay that cost.   Since then Sheila received an inquiry from 
Gordy Sheets’ office and she might continue to use septic system.   
 
Pumpkin Ridge, George Christianson’s development, zoned industrial off of 422 wants to 
develop, but he hasn’t found a buyer. We wanted to clean up the file and get an agreement.  
Scott had previously developed a plan.  The agreement would need to extend the sewer from 
the southern to the northern end of their property.  If they want to be guaranteed sewer 
capacity in our line they will need to sign an agreement and pay an up front amount primarily 
to get some money in hand and get an agreement.  George Christianson did contact Solicitor 
Wolfe and agreed when an agreement was prepared he would sign it and pay the money.     
 
Solicitor Wolfe said Sheila had sent out a memo regarding Hardick’s problem with DEP.  He is 
not  on the list of approved haulers.   
 
Solicitor Wolfe asked Scott if he had heard anything regarding SWERP.  Scott said he had called 
a couple of weeks ago.  Solicitor Wolfe mentioned we should file a complaint so the statue of 
limitations doesn’t run out.  He would like the board to authorize him to proceed with taking 
whatever notices and filling whatever claims we need to keep time from running out.   
 
MOTION:  Motioned and seconded for Solicitor Wolfe to take whatever notices and file 
claims needed.  Motion approved. 
 
ENGINEERS REPORT 
 
8th Avenue Pump Station 
 
Nothing more to say about that.   
 
Plan Reviews-Brohnwood/Narrows Glen 
 
Sent letter to developer’s engineers on May 6, 2005 with just a few minor items and asked that 
he resubmit plans.  He made the requested changes.  Mike, Sheila, and Scott looked at it and are 
okay with changes he made.  We are now at the point we are able to make a recommendation 
that the Authority give approval of the plan for the sewer line.  
 
MOTION:  Motion was made to approve design for Narrows Glen plan and seconded.  
Motion was approved.   
 
Televising/GIS 
 
Scott Rights reported a Graphic Information System database is being prepared by the County 
that will allow you to go into it, click on a lot, and tell who owns it, the deed, and everything. 
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If the Authority decides to adopt the county information, everything should be compatible.  
Possibly in 2006 it may be a serious item in the budget.  Sheila stated there has actually been 
money in the budget for many years for the GIS and we have been looking into it.  Question 
was asked if there was any money out there possibly from the state.  Sheila reported they did 
look for grants.  We have the GIS software and it’s in the vault.  We will be able to input sewer 
information and want it all on a disk that can be imported into the county system so it’s all 
compatible.  It was suggested we call the County and find out where they applied for the grant 
money although it is possible they are not getting money from a grant.   
 
ASSISTANT MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
Sheila reported Bonnie had attended the GLRA meeting and wanted to pass this on to the board 
that Mike Pavelik announced they were pleased that the Township, the Authority, and the 
GLRA had been having a good relationship.  He mentioned it to the board members and asked 
that she pass it on to the Authority.   
 
Water Project Update 
 
Sheila said that things are going better since there is cooperation from the city.  We had no new 
connects this month.  No one is responding to letters from us so it’s going to be coming from 
Solicitor Wolf another expense for which we will be billed.  I want the Authority to be aware 
that the 7th Street project and  delays made the project more expensive.  Possibly the $47.00 debt 
service may be need to be raised.  Solicitor Wolfe said Sheila just wants the Authority to be 
aware at this point but we don’t know at this time what the final costs will be because of the 
unknowns.   
 
 SEWER DEPARTMENT REPORT 
 
Mike reported they started cleaning from the railroad bed from Reazor’s going down into the 
interceptor line.  It’s going better each time we do it.   
 
Question was asked about weed killer at pump stations.  Mike replied they do it two to three 
times a year that they weed whack them down and then apply it.  We are only mowing at 
Francis Ann, Orange Street, and Eighth Avenue pump station. 
 
MOTION:  Motion was made to accept report and seconded.  Motion was approved.   
 
With no more business for the good of the Authority the meeting was adjourned at 10:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Barbara Bertin 
Recording Secretary 


