
MINUTES 
NORTH LEBANON TOWNSHIP  

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
NOVEMBER 21, 2005 

 
The regularly scheduled meeting of the North Lebanon Township Board of Supervisors was held at 7:00 
PM at the Municipal Building located at 725 Kimmerlings Road, Lebanon, PA with the following people 
present:  
 
 Kenneth C. Artz ……………………………...  Chairman 
 Dawn M. Hawkins……………………………. V-Chairperson 
 Edward A. Brensinger  ……………………….  Treasurer 
 Cheri F. Grumbine  …………………………… Township Manager 
 Solicitor Frederick W. Wolf ………………….. Henry & Beaver, LLP 
 Kim R. Wolfe ………………………………… Chief of Police 
  
Also in attendance was: Al Winn of the Patriot News, Sarah Barry of the Lebanon Daily News, and many 
other individuals.  
    
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
A.)Ralph Mase – Harvest Drive; City/Authority Issue              
 
Mr. Mase explained to the Board he has several concerns regarding the proposal the City Mayor of 
Lebanon is presenting to the City Council. The proposal is to eliminate the City Authority and have the 
City manage the sewer and water issues for the City. There are several concerns for him as a NLT 
resident, a taxpayer, a future developer and a local contractor. He told the Board he feels strongly the 
Supervisors, as well as the Township, should move very quickly on this issue and make their concerns 
about this proposal known to the City Council. This whole issue is being “fast tracked” according to 
Mase. The time to make any concerns known to the City is now not after the vote has taken place.  
 
Mr. Mase outlined all the various affects this move could have on North Lebanon Twp residents. It 
involves not only public water being provided by the City Authority but sewer issues as well. Due to the 
nature of the structure of the City supplying the surrounding communities with various services, anything 
that is decided by the City will definitely affect our services at some point in time. The developers in NL 
Twp, current and future, have all paid certain fees to the City for services. The Mayor of the City will 
regulate these services if this proposal is approved. Mr. Mase pointed out the financial crisis the City of 
Lebanon is trying to deal with currently. This proposal is one of the Mayor’s methods of “bailing out” the 
City. The only problem is that while he is bailing out his City, NL Twp residents will be footing the bill, 
according to Mase. When a problem arises with water or sewer in NL Twp, will it be a main concern for 
the Mayor of Lebanon City? Mase indicated he certainly doubts it. Mase stated the Twp has a very active 
Municipal Authority that mandates and regulates a great sewer system for Twp residents. It is a model for 
many other Authorities throughout the state. Much discussion took place about this issue of the Mayor’s 
proposal. 
 
Chp Artz thanked Mr. Mase for his remarks and mentioned that the Board is in agreement that a meeting 
should take place with the Mayor and the City Council. He said the Board has discussed this issue and 
does have many concerns that need to have answers.  Mase remarked again on the speed with which this 
issue has moved. He said he has heard that by December 9th this proposal could be a “done deal”.          
 
B.)Doris Bickel – N 8th Avenue; Memo to the Board 
 
Mrs. Bickel told the Board she would like to read to them a memo she had prepared regarding the 
selection of a new Police Chief for North Lebanon Twp. Mrs. Bickel read the memo to the Board.  
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Doris Bickel – Memo to the Board   (con’t) 
She told the Supervisors she would be in favor of Det/Sgt John Leahy being appointed to the position of 
Chief as she feels he is qualified to have this job. The Board thanked Mrs. Bickel for her remarks.   
 
C.)Paul Schwab – Hunters Chase Ln 
 
Mr. Schwab asked if the Supervisors would answer the question of why they are appointing someone 
from outside the current force. Chp Artz commented that this issue has not been announced. His question 
is where was this information received from regarding the Board appointing someone outside the current 
NLT Police Dept? There was no response received.  
 
D.)Martin Barondick – New St 
 
Mr. Barondick asked when would the announcement be made? He was told it would be announced 
tonight. 
 
APPROVAL  OF  MINUTES 
 
MOTION: Was made by Suv Hawkins and seconded by Suv Brensinger to approve the minutes from 
November 7, 2005. Unanimously carried. 
     
APPROVAL  PAYROLL,  PAYMENT OF INVOICES,  FUND BALANCES 
MOTION: Was made and seconded to approve payroll, invoices for payment subject to audit. 
Unanimously carried. 
  
CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT –  Kim R. Wolfe 
A.) Calls for Service Report October 2005 

1. Calls for Service totaled 298 
2.   200 Criminal arrests  
3.    47 Traffic arrests 
4.    31 Court dates 
5.    21 Warnings 
6.    21 Burglar Alarms 
7.      2 Assault or aggravated assault 
8.    11 Domestic situations 
9.      3 DUI arrests 
10.       6 Drug Arrests 
11.      11 Police Assists 
12.       9 Assists Received 

7,195 Miles logged on the cruisers 
   
B.)Littering Problem – Hanford Drive. 
 
Chf Wolfe stated he had just received a memo about some littering which is taking place in the NL 
Business Park. The new road named Hanford Drive in particular. It would seem someone is using the area 
for the dumping of various “trash” type items. He told the Board he would be taking a look at this issue. 
Chf Wolfe mentioned whenever you have an area that is somewhat secluded, individuals tend to take 
advantage of the fact and often will use these types of areas for a dumping ground.  
  
C.)New NLT Police Officer 
 
Chf Wolfe reported on the newest officer to the NL Police Dept, Keith Rudy. Today was his first day in 
service and is the youngest Officer on the force. 
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New NLT Police Officer      (con’t) 
As a Police Officer this is his first full-time position. Officer Herberg, who had started 2 weeks ago is 
now ready to complete his shifts on his own without assistance.   
 
D.)Chp Artz – Kim Wolfe’s New Position 
 
Chp Artz stated he would like to comment on the new position that Kim Wolfe will be starting in January 
of 2006. He will be leaving North Lebanon Twp to begin his new job as the elected District Judge. Chp 
Artz said he knows he will do an excellent job. The Board has received a resignation from Kim Wolfe, 
effective the end of December 2005. 
 
Suv Hawkins stated she wishes him well at his new task. She said she knows the residents of NL Twp 
have always appreciated his efforts to serve them. Suv Brensinger agreed with Suv Hawkins’ wishes to 
Kim. He also wanted to assure the residents Kim would be with the Twp until the end of December. Suv 
Brensinger, as a Supervisor and a resident, thanked Kim Wolfe for his years of service to the Twp. It is 
with regret that the resignation must be accepted. 
 
MOTION: Was made by Suv Brensinger and seconded by Suv Hawkins to accept the resignation of Kim 
Wolfe as Chief of Police for NL Twp, effective the end of 2005. Unanimously carried. 
 
Chp Artz said he feels it would be appropriate, at this time to announce the decision of the new Police 
Chief for NL Twp Police Dept. Mr. Harold Easter, who is coming from Lower Swatara Twp, is present to 
be introduced to the residents this evening. Mr. Easter has served as Police Chief before as well a Police 
Commissioner in West Manchester. Mr. Easter also works as an instructor for the state. Chp Artz said the 
interviewing process for the Police Chief was very difficult. All the interviews were with highly qualified 
people. The decision was difficult. Mr. Easter was asked to stand and be recognized.  
 
Martin Barondick – New Street 
 
Mr. Barondick said he had some questions. Will the new Police Chief live in the Twp? He was told he 
would live in the County but not necessarily the Twp. He next questioned why a man who already lives 
here and has served the Twp with an impeccable record was not promoted. Barondick mentioned several 
of his questions and feelings on this subject.  
 
Chp Artz explained there were several excellent applications received. Even to narrow the applications 
down to three proved to be challenging. Det Leahy was among the three interviewees. His qualifications 
were there to be considered for this position. After much discussion the experience was what put Mr. 
Easter at the top of the list. 
 
MOTION: Was made and seconded to appoint Harold Easter as the Chief of Police for North Lebanon 
Twp Police Dept effective 1-06-06. Unanimously carried.     
 
TOWNSHIP  MANAGERS  REPORT  –  Cheri F. Grumbine 
A.)Lebanon Valley Mall Movie Theater Final Subdivision/Land Development Plan 
 
Bruce Kohr from Matthew & Hockley Assoc attended this evening to represent the plan for the Movie 
Theater design at the Lebanon Valley Mall. Also present was Chris Straka, General Manager of the Mall, 
Jim Walsh, Vice President of property management for the Mall. The proposal is a revised layout of a 
previously submitted and approved design for movie theaters to the rear of the LVM. The theater would 
be for 1500 theater seating. Many issues have been completed according to requests received from the 
County and North Lebanon Twp. A Zoning Hearing variance was granted to setback issues. Another issue 
was the access and exit from an existing street. Due to the existing, design this was not possible. There are 
several utilities that will be relocated or rerouted during this process.  
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LVM Movie Theater Subd/Land Dev Plan       (con’t) 
The parking lot lighting was reviewed and the need for additional lighting will be addressed as a part of 
this plan. Bruce Kohr explained many different notations and issues contained in this proposal. Chp Artz 
stated that the County has provided a recommendation for approval. However the NLT Planning 
Commission has raised an issue with the rear parking area. Due to the rough winter weather the area 
being discussed had been cut and patched. Mr. Walsh told the Supervisors they had reached an agreement 
with the Planning Comm to address their concerns about the rear parking area of the mall. 
 
Suv Brensinger questioned the number of Handicapped parking facilities. He was told there were no 
specific numbers needed or specified. This plan shows 4 handicapped spaces to the rear. Sol Wolf told the 
Board that as part of this submission an agreement had to be entered into with Boscov’s. The agreement 
addresses the theater owners being able to use Boscov’s property for adequate parking for their theater 
customers. This would be a permanent parking easement in this location for their customers. This 
agreement will be recorded at the Recorder of Deeds office. 
   
MOTION: Was made and seconded to approve the Land Development Plan for the Lebanon Valley Mall 
Company Movie Theaters. Unanimously carried.  
 
B.) Preliminary 2006 All Funds Budget     
 
Mgr Grumbine has prepared a summary of the proposed Preliminary 2006 All Funds Budget. She read 
through the various groups and the funding proposed for each category or department. Mgr Grumbine 
reminded everyone the budget for the Wastewater Dept is determined by the Municipal Authority. The 
2006 budget is recommending a 1-mil raise, from 6 mils to 7 mils. In 2005 one mil of tax generated 
approximately $93,000 in revenue based on the assessment value for North Lebanon Twp, according to 
the Assessment Office. As of October of 2005, it is estimated that one mil tax will generate $97,000 for 
2006.  
 
This increase will allow for a part-time Police Officer that would be handling code enforcement and 
traffic issues within the Twp. Discussions have already taken place with the Police Dept on this issue. An 
agreement between the Police Association and the Twp must be entered into for this to happen. Also 
budgeted is a part-time secretary to help in the Police Dept. The budget also reflects our part-time 
maintenance employee becoming a full-time employee to keep up with maintenance issues. All other 
services will remain the same as in 2005. Mgr Grumbine continued with a review of all the other funds 
and what each fund covers. This information is made available in the General office area of the Twp.  
 
Martin Barondick – New Street 
 
Mr. Barondick questioned the request for the purchase of a baler. Will this purchase be made through a 
grant application? He was told the baler was not part of the original grant application. However should a 
grant application become available, it would be sought for this particular purchase. The baler would be 
used for cardboard bundling and costs approximately $10,000. His next question was about the library. 
He was told the Twp budgets a $6,000 donation for the County library.  
 
Chp Artz asked if there were any other questions about the proposed 2006 budget? None were 
forthcoming. Mgr Grumbine explained the Proposed Budget would be advertised for review for 20 days. 
Adoption of the Budget will be at the December 19 meeting.    
 
C.)Personnel Manual 
 
Mgr Grumbine provided a Memo to the Board outlining some minor revisions to the Personnel Manual 
recently adopted by the Supervisors.  
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Personnel Manual    (con’t) 
Mgr Grumbine is now asking the Board to approve the revisions so that the changes may be completed in 
the manual. Copies would then be distributed to the employees and discussed at the next quarterly 
employee meeting in December.     
 
MOTION: Was made and seconded to approve the requested revisions to the Personnel Manual. 
Unanimously carried. 
 
D.)Safety Manual – Updating of Manual 
 
The Safety Committee has been working on updating the Safety Manual over the past several months. A 
copy has been provided for the Boards review. The Board is asked to review the Manual and be ready to 
take action at the December meeting.    
 
E.)Windsor Drive – Retaining Wall 
 
Steckbeck Engineering has informed Mgr Grumbine that a change order has been signed by the Lebanon 
Valley Economic Development Corp for the retaining wall along Windsor Drive. She wanted to share this 
information to let the Board know that this issue is now ready to move on.  
 
F.)Fire Escrow – Kochenderfer Road 
 
Mgr Grumbine told the Board an escrow amount has been received by the Twp regarding the Berkheiser 
house, which is located on Kochenderfer Road and that, had experienced a serious fire. The house was 
totally destroyed and will be demolished in order to construct a new structure. The owners Insurance 
Company has provided, to the Twp, an escrow amount to insure the demolition activities. Once all the 
work is completed the Twp would release the escrow to the homeowner. Mgr Grumbine is asking the 
Board to authorize this escrow being established at the bank. 
 
MOTION: Was made and seconded to authorize the establishing of an escrow amount at the bank for the 
Berkheiser property located on Kochenderfer Road. Unanimously carried.  
  
SOLICITORS REPORT – Frederick Wolf   
A.)Spruce Park Determination 
 
Sol Wolf gave a brief update on the progress with the Spruce Park issue. The next step in this process is 
the sale of the property. The Twp would have to pay the Sheriff’s Dept an amount of $2000 in order to 
have the property listed for Sheriff’s sale. This is to cover all their advertising costs. Final notices have 
been mailed to Spruce Park and all their lien holders. The hope is that this would get settled before it is 
listed for Sheriff’s sale. Sol Wolf reported that as soon as he receives one half of the $2000 from the 
school district he would inform the Board and post the Twp’s half ($1000) and have the property listed. 
  
B.)George Hardick Property – Mt Zion Rd 
 
The contractor for Mr. Hardick has been in touch with Sol Wolf. The building itself is ready to be 
constructed. Some minor preparation work must be completed before the actual construction begins. 
Hardick’s financial issues have all been accomplished at this time. Paul Schwab told the Board he had 
noticed the poles for the building have been erected.     
 
C.)Roberto’s Towing/ Boger Property – 2000 Maple Street 
 
Sol Wolf told the Board that the issue with Roberto’s Towing on E Maple St seems to be resolved for 
now. The Judge granted one exception to Roberto.  
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Roberto’s Towing – 2000 Maple St   (con’t) 
The Judge has said the parking of  (4) customer vehicles may be parked in front of the property for a 72-
hour period without Roberto being considered in violation of the Court order.  
 
D.)Ordinance 5-2005   
 
Sol Wolf announced a Public Hearing has been scheduled for December 19th. The hearing will be the 
opportunity to review all the updates to various Ordinances that need to be revised. The Public can review 
the list of Ordinance revisions in the General Office of the Twp. The Hearing is scheduled for 7:30 PM. 
Anyone having questions or comments should attend the meeting to get the opportunity to discuss it.     
 
E.)PUC – 15th Ave Railroad Crossing 
 
Sol Wolf told the Board that South Lebanon Twp’s engineering plans have been completed. The plan 
includes everything that South Leb had agreed to in conjunction with improving the railroad crossing. The 
plans have been submitted to all the various parties involved in this project. Ed did have the opportunity 
to go over the information with the Board of Supervisors. All the parties have responded to South Leb 
Twp that they had no additional comments on the plans.   
 
F.)North 8th Avenue – New Building Lot 
  
Sol Wolf told the Supervisors he wanted to make them aware of a sewer situation that is being worked on 
currently. Paperwork for a sewer connection permit to a new building lot on N 8th Avenue is being 
requested. He said it involves cutting into an existing line, which is encased in concrete because it is the 
original clay line. There are several different problems being reviewed so that this permit can be issued. 
The Wastewater Foreman and Asst Twp Mgr are meeting tomorrow to try to resolve some of the 
questions pertaining to this connection. A discussion about some of the specifics followed. Sol Wolf told 
the Supervisors that although this is a sewer issue, he wanted to keep them informed of this issue. The 
suggestion is to run the sewer lateral behind the curb, within the Twp R-O-W. The actual connection 
would take place on Skyline Drive. 
 
Suv Brensinger suggested doing exploratory trenching to discover if there is an existing lateral. This 
seemed to be unknown when he discussed this issue with the Wastewater Foreman. Other details 
involving this sewer connection were discussed. Sol Wolf said he would include the Twp’s preference 
that the exploratory trenching along the front side of the property is done. Suv Brensinger stated that is 
only if that would be their preference. Sol Wolf then told the Board he would report back to them on this 
issue.         
 
G.)Kathleen St Property (former Witters Property) 
 
Another issue that he wanted to discuss with the Supervisors was the former Witters property located on 
Kathleen Street. An agreement of sale between Mr. Witters and Mr. Howard Horst has been signed. Mr. 
Witters had used this property for business purposes since before Zoning was established therefore he has 
a non-conforming use certificate for this location. Zoning allows that this non-conforming use can be 
passed along to a new owner when a sale of the property occurs. There are certain requirements that must 
be met for all of this to happen. The anticipated use will be basically all warehousing for his painting 
equipment and supplies. As there are not any restroom facilities, employees working on site would not be 
permitted at this point in time. The Board is being asked to take action on an agreement between the 
Township and Mr. Horst. A draft of the agreement has been provided to the Supervisors for their review. 
This would be a non-conforming Certificate to operate this business.  
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Kathleen St Property (former Witters Property)   (con’t) 
A discussion followed about some of the specifics included in the proposed agreement with Mr. Horst. A 
mention of the possibility of future painting being done within the building needed to be clarified a little 
bit further at the request of Suv Brensinger. He wanted to know more details about the type of painting 
being considered. Sol Wolf stated he would make contact with Mr. Horst to get better details about the 
types of painting activities being considered.   
 
Sol Wolf asked the Board to consider approving entering into this agreement as long as all the final terms  
and conditions are suitable to the Board. Mr. Horst is scheduled to have settlement with Mr. Witters 
before the Dec 19 meeting, which is why Sol Wolf is asking for this authorization at this time. Suv 
Brensinger repeated that he has a concern about the mention of painting in the building. This information 
needs to be clarified for the agreement.  
 
MOTION: Was made and seconded to authorize entering into an agreement between Howard Horst and 
the Twp, subject to the Boards approval of the final terms of the agreement. Unanimously carried.    
 
COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS 
A.)Suv Hawkins 
 
Suv Hawkins told Ed Brensinger she would like to welcome him for the next 6 years. Also she wanted to 
mention she wished Kim Wolfe well in his new endeavors with the new position he would be starting in 
January. A welcome was extended to the new Police Chief as he will be starting his position in January of 
2006.  
 
B.)Suv Brensinger 
 
Suv Brensinger said he agreed with Dawn’s well wishes. He said he wanted to suggest that they, as a 
Board, take an active stance on the issue that Ralph Mase had discussed at the start of the meeting. The 
issue that the City Mayor and Council are deciding right now will definitely have an impact on our 
Township, as well as the other surrounding Townships. He feels the Township must get some answers 
and make our concerns known to the Council before a decision is made. The time to share our voice is 
now, not after the decision is made.    
 
   
As there was no more business to conduct or discuss the meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Theresa L. George 
Recording Secretary 
 
 


